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1.  INTRODUCTION 

 

 

About Asar Social Impact Advisors 

Asar Social Impact Advisors is a startup in the environment and social justice impact space with a 
commitment to building climate resilience and ambitious climate action. Celebrating a decade of work in 
2026, Asar identifies challenges and opportunities, researches them, verifies ground truths, and 
understands local contexts in order to build innovative strategies rooted in reality. Asar convenes multi-
stakeholder conversations and helps build relationships between key actors to sustain collaborations 
essential to delivering real-world impact. 

Asar's work spans 10+ states, 8 climate-linked domains, 100+ partners, and 7 regional languages — 
making it uniquely positioned to bridge the world of science with the communities most affected by 
climate change. 

 

About the Simplifying Science Programme 

Simplifying Science is Asar's strategic science communications programme, created to build a stronger 
narrative around climate change and climate science across India. The programme engages people in 
conversations about climate and its impact on the environment, health, and wellbeing — with a 
deliberate focus on amplifying solutions. 

India produces some of the world's most rigorous climate science, but findings published in international 
journals rarely reach the communities most at risk, in the languages they speak, through the media they 
trust. Through Simplifying Science, Asar partners with researchers, scientists, and institutions to 
translate complex scientific findings into accessible, evidence-grounded narratives. These narratives are 
then disseminated across regional media in multiple Indian languages, ensuring that life-saving research 
reaches not just academic audiences but also farmers, labourers, community workers, health 
practitioners, and policymakers at every level of governance. 

 

About the Research: This Campaign 

The study at the heart of this first Simplifying Science campaign is 'Anatomy of Moist Heatwaves in India 
During the Summer Monsoon Season', published in the journal Climate Dynamics (Vol. 64, 2026) and led 
by Dr. Akshay Deoras at the National Centre for Atmospheric Science and Department of Meteorology, 
University of Reading, UK. 

Co-investigators include researchers from the University of Leeds, the UK Met Office, and the Indian 
Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM), Pune. The research is available open access at: 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00382-025-08023-w 

 

Drawing on 84 years of atmospheric data (1940–2023), the study made three landmark findings: 

• For the first time, India's summer monsoon was identified as the primary driver of moist 
heatwave (MHW) occurrence — controlling both where and when these events strike. 

• A single large-scale weather pattern (the Boreal Summer Intraseasonal Oscillation) can raise the 
likelihood of a moist heatwave in northern India by 125% above normal. 

• These events can be forecast up to four weeks in advance, creating an actionable window for 
disaster preparedness, hospital readiness, school adjustments, grid management, and public 
warnings. 
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Moist heatwaves are more dangerous than dry heatwaves because high humidity prevents sweat from 
evaporating, disabling the body's primary cooling mechanism. Core temperature rises, the cardiovascular 
system strains, and heatstroke can set in within hours — even when the thermometer reads moderate 
temperatures. Yet public awareness of this threat remains far lower than for dry heat, making 
communication of this research especially urgent. 
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2.  APPROACH & METHODOLOGY 

 

 

The Simplifying Science campaign for this study followed a structured four-stage process designed to 
ensure scientific accuracy, regional relevance, and maximum media reach. 

 

Stage 1 

Engagement with Research Authors 

Asar's communications team engaged directly with Dr. Akshay Deoras and the study's co-
authors to understand the key findings, regional implications, and the aspects of the 
research most relevant to Indian audiences. This stage involved reviewing the published 
paper, conducting follow-up discussions with the lead author, and identifying the narrative 
hooks most likely to resonate across different linguistic and geographic contexts in India. 

Stage 2 

Drafting the First Article 

Based on the research engagement, Asar drafted the primary science communication article 
in English — a long-form piece that prioritised clarity, relevance, and human impact without 
compromising scientific accuracy. The draft focused on translating technical concepts (wet-
bulb temperature, monsoon active-break phases, the Boreal Summer Intraseasonal 
Oscillation) into accessible language for a non-specialist Indian reader, while maintaining 
rigour. 

Stage 3 

Author Review and Finalisation 

The draft was shared with Dr. Deoras and the research team for fact-checking and review. 
Feedback was incorporated to ensure full accuracy and appropriate representation of the 
study's scope and conclusions. The reviewed and finalised English piece served as the 
canonical source for all subsequent translations. 

Stage 4 

Translation, Localisation & Dissemination 

The finalised English article was translated into five regional languages — Hindi, Marathi, 
Malayalam, Odia, and Kannada — by language specialists familiar with both scientific 
terminology and regional media conventions. Translated pieces were disseminated through 
Asar's established media partnerships and press outreach, targeting publications with 
strong readership among the communities most exposed to the risks described in the study. 
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3.  COVERAGE ANALYSIS 

 

 

3.1  Key Metrics at a Glance 

 

43 

Stories 

6 

Languages 

27 

Print Placements 

15 

Online Placements 

14 

Days of Coverage 

 

3.2  Coverage by Language 

Malayalam emerged as the language with the highest coverage, driven by Kerala's strong relevance to the 
study's findings on coastal humid heatwaves. Hindi was the broadest in geographic reach, anchored by 
Dainik Bhaskar's multi-edition national spread, including the Mumbai front page. 

 

Malayalam  13 articles 

Hindi  11 articles 

English  10 articles 

Marathi  4 articles 

Odia  3 articles 

Kannada  2 articles 

 

3.3  Language-wise Summary 

 

Language Total Print Online Key Publications 

English 10 3 7 Deccan Herald, Tribune, India Today, TOI, DTE, Ground Report, UNI, Indian 
Era, Shafaqna, Lokmat Times 

Hindi 11 5 6 Dainik Bhaskar (4 editions incl. front page), Dainik Jagran, Prabhat Khabar, 
Punjab Kesari, Navodaya Times, DH Online, Daily Hunt, Dainik Navjyoti 

Malayalam 13 7 6 Malayala Manorama (all eds), Kerala Kaumudi, Deepika, Mangalam, 
Veekshanam, Janayugom, Metrovartha, Madhyamam, Janmabhumi, 
Manorama TV 

Marathi 4 4 0 Sakal (Mumbai), Dainik Samat, Dainik Mahasagar (all Maharashtra), Yuva 
Rashtrya Darshan 

Odia 3 3 0 Dansana Odia Daily (4 editions), Pramad Odia, Odisha Manthan 

Kannada 2 2 0 Udayavani (5 editions), Sanjevani (10 editions) 

TOTAL 43 27 16 6 languages · 43 placements · 14 days of coverage 
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3.4  Print vs. Online Breakdown 

Print dominated at 63%, reflecting the deliberate targeting of regional newspapers trusted by 
communities across the Hindi belt, coastal Kerala, Maharashtra, Odisha, and Karnataka. Standout 
placements included a front-page story in Dainik Bhaskar's Mumbai edition and a last-page lead across all 
Malayala Manorama editions — both rare and high-value placements. 

 

Format Count Share Key Highlights 

Print 27 63% Front-page placement (Dainik Bhaskar Mumbai); Last-page lead across all 
Manorama editions 

Online / Digital 15 35% National platforms: India Today, DTE, TOI, Ground Report, UNI, Jagran, 
Prabhat Khabar 

Social / Video 1 2% NewsMalayalam24X7 Facebook reel; amplified by Dr. Soumya Swaminathan 
on X 

 

3.5  Coverage Timeline 

Coverage unfolded in two distinct waves. An initial English wave ran April 7–13, seeded by science and 
national media. A larger regional wave crested April 17–21, driven by Malayalam, Odia, Marathi, and 
Kannada dissemination, powerfully amplified by India's ongoing April 2026 heatwave emergency. 

 

Apr 7–8 First wave: Deccan Herald, The Tribune, Shafaqna India (English national) 

Apr 10 Dainik Bhaskar Mumbai — Front Page (Hindi); Lokmat Times print (English, Nagpur) 

Apr 12–13 Punjab Kesari Patna (Hindi); Sakal Mumbai P.3 + Marathi state wire papers 

Apr 17 Odia wave: Dansana, Pramad, Odisha Manthan; Janmabhumi & Madhyamam (Malayalam) 

Apr 17–19 
Malayalam print surge: Manorama (all editions), Kaumudi, Deepika, Mangalam, Veekshanam, 
Janayugom + Kannada editions (Udayavani, Sanjevani) 

Apr 19 
Dainik Bhaskar 3 further editions (Hindi); Manorama TV; Dr Soumya Swaminathan amplifies on 
X, tagging IMD, MoHFW & NDMA 

Apr 21 India Today (English); UNI India wire picked up; coverage continues 
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4. Estimated Media Reach 
Based on ABC circulation, IRS survey data and platform traffic estimates 

43 articles · 6 languages 

 

 

HINDI  (11 stories) Estimated subtotal: ~15–18 million 

 

Publication Editions Covered Est. 
Readership 

Notes 

Dainik Bhaskar Mumbai (front page) + 
Bhopal, Indore, Patna 

~3–4M per 
edition 

Circulation exceeding 3.5M daily; front page 
Mumbai = premium placement 

Dainik Jagran National / Delhi ~2M Leading Hindi daily, strong northern India reach 

Prabhat Khabar National 
~4M Average issue readership ~4M; strong in Bihar, 

Jharkhand, West Bengal 

Punjab Kesari Patna (Bihar) ~500K Regional Bihar edition 

Navodaya Times, Daily 
Hunt, Dainik Navjyoti 

Online ~1–2M 
combined 

Digital reach, estimated 

 

MALAYALAM  (13 stories) Estimated subtotal: ~17–18 million 

 

Publication Editions Est. Readership 

Malayala Manorama All Kerala editions (last-page 
lead) 8M+ 

Kerala Kaumudi Ernakulam ~1.5M 

Deepika, Mangalam, 
Veekshanam, Janayugom, 
Metrovartha 

Multiple print editions 
~3–4M combined 

Janmabhumi, 
Madhyamam, Metrovartha 
Online 

Online 
~2M combined 

Manorama Television Online / broadcast ~1M+ 

 

ENGLISH  (10 stories) Estimated subtotal: ~12–15 million 

 

Publication Format Est. Reach 

Times of India – Kerala Print + Online ~2–3M 

India Today Online ~5M+ 

Deccan Herald Online ~1M 

Down To Earth Online ~500K 

Tribune, Ground Report, 
UNI, Shafaqna, Indian Era 

Online / Print 
~3M combined 
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MARATHI  (4 stories) Estimated subtotal: ~5 million 

 

Publication Editions Est. Readership 

Sakal Mumbai Page 3 ~2M 

Samat, Mahasagar, 
YRD 

Maharashtra-wide 
~3M 

 

 
 

ODIA  (3 stories) Estimated subtotal: ~1 million 

 

Publication Editions Est. Readership 

Dansana Odia Daily 4 editions ~500K 

Pramad, Odisha 
Manthan 

State 
~400K 

 

 
 

KANNADA  (2 stories) Estimated subtotal: ~3 million 

 

Publication Editions Est. Readership 

Udayavani 5 Karnataka editions ~1.5M 

Sanjevani 10 Karnataka editions ~1.5M 

 

TOTAL ESTIMATED REACH 
43 stories· 6 languages · 14 days 53–59 million 

 

Conservative headline figure for public use: ~50 million  The upper range (~60M) is defensible but requires the 
caveats below. 

 

On methodology: Print readership figures are based on ABC circulation data and IRS readership surveys (latest 
published: 2019–2022). Readership typically runs at ~2.5× circulation, so these are estimates, not audited figures. Online 
reach figures are based on platform-level traffic data and are highly variable, individual article reach is a fraction of total 
platform readership. These numbers reflect potential audience exposure, not confirmed reads. 
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5.  LANGUAGE-WISE COVERAGE & SCREENSHOTS 

 

5.1  English Coverage  (10 articles) 

English coverage reached national audiences through major platforms, from established science and 
environment journalism (Down To Earth, Ground Report) to mainstream national media (India Today, 
Times of India, The Tribune, Deccan Herald) and wire services (UNI India, Shafaqna India). The story 
carried particular traction in Kerala-focused outlets given the study's specific findings on coastal humid 
heat. 

 

# Publication Headline Date Format Link 

1 Deccan Herald Indians Face Heat Threat 
Hidden in the Monsoon 

Apr 7, 2026 Online View Article 

2 The Tribune Monsoon Moisture Fuels 
Deadly Heatwaves in India 

Apr 8, 2026 Online View Article 

3 
Shafaqna India Monsoon Moisture Fuels 

Deadly Heatwaves in India: 
Study 

Apr 8, 2026 Online View Article 

4 
Lokmat Times – 
Nagpur (P.2) 

Moist Heatwaves During 
Monsoon Pose Danger 

Apr 10, 
2026 

Print Print only 

5 
Down To Earth Humid Heat Emerging as 

India's Most Dangerous 
Climate Threat 

Apr 17, 
2026 

Online View Article 

6 
Ground Report Humid Heat is Now India's 

Most Dangerous Climate 
Threat 

Apr 18, 
2026 

Online View Article 

7 Times of India – 
Kerala 

Coastal Dists Facing Humid 
Heatwave Threat: Study 

Apr 19, 
2026 

Print + 
Online 

View Article 

8 
UNI India Humid Heatwaves Pose Rising 

Threat Along Kerala Coast 
Apr 19, 
2026 

Online View Article 

9 India Today India Heatwave 2026 – Wet-
Bulb Temperature Danger 

Apr 21, 
2026 

Online View Article 

10 
Indian Era – 
Bhubaneswar 

Over a Billion Indians Face 
Heat Threat Hidden in the 
Monsoon 

Apr 17, 
2026 

Print Print only 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.deccanherald.com/india/indians-face-heat-threat-hidden-in-the-monsoon-report-3961963
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/india/monsoon-moisture-fuels-deadly-heatwaves-in-india-research/
https://india.shafaqna.com/EN/monsoon-moisture-fuels-deadly-heatwaves-in-india-study/
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/climate-change/humid-heat-emerging-as-indias-most-dangerous-climate-threat-with-kerala-at-the-frontline-shows-new-study
https://www.groundreport.in/extreme-weather/humid-heat-is-now-indias-most-dangerous-climate-threat-kerala-is-on-the-frontline/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/thiruvananthapuram/coastal-dists-facing-humid-heatwave-threat-study/articleshow/130340453.cms
http://www.uniindia.com/news/south/humid-heatwaves-pose-rising-threat-along-kerala-coast-during-monsoon-breaks-study/3815246.html
https://www.indiatoday.in/science/story/india-heatwave-2026-wet-bulb-temperature-humidity-danger-india-imd-warning-record-delhi-ncr-maharashtra-kerala-2898961-2026-04-21
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English Print Screenshots 

Lokmat Times – Nagpur 
Page 2 · Apr 10, 2026 · Print 

 

Indian Era – Bhubaneswar 
Apr 17, 2026 · Print 

 

] 

Times of India – Kerala Edition 
Apr 19, 2026 · Print 
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5.2  Hindi Coverage  (11 articles) 

Hindi coverage achieved the widest geographic penetration of the campaign. Dainik Bhaskar — India's 
highest-circulating Hindi daily — ran the story across its Mumbai front page (April 10) and in Bhopal, 
Indore, and Patna editions (April 19). Dainik Jagran and Prabhat Khabar amplified nationally, while 
Punjab Kesari covered it with a Bihar regional angle. 

 

# Publication Headline Date Format Link 

1 
Dainik Bhaskar – 
Mumbai 

Sookhi Se Zyada Ghatak 
Monsoon Ki 'Nam Lu' 

Apr 10, 
2026 

Print 
(Front 
Page) 

View Article 

2 
Dainik Bhaskar – 
Bhopal 

Nami Wali Garmi Naya 
Khatara, Madhyam Tapman 
Mein Lu Sambhav 

Apr 19, 
2026 

Print Print only 

3 
Dainik Bhaskar – 
Indore 

Nami Wali Garmi Naya 
Khatara, Madhyam Tapman 
Mein Lu Sambhav 

Apr 19, 
2026 

Print Print only 

4 
Dainik Bhaskar – 
Patna 

Nami Wali Garmi Naya 
Khatara, Madhyam Tapman 
Mein Lu Sambhav 

Apr 19, 
2026 

Print Print only 

5 Punjab Kesari – 
Patna 

Pahle Milegi 'Janleva Garmi' Ki 
Chetavani 

~Apr 12, 
2026 

Print Print only 

6 
Dainik Bhaskar 
Online 

Sookhi Se Zyada Ghatak 
Monsoon Ki 'Nam Lu' 

Apr 10, 
2026 

Online View Article 

7 
Navodaya Times Monsoon, Wet-Bulb, 

Heatstroke — Early Warning 
Study 

Apr 2026 Online View Article 

8 Daily Hunt Hindi Study Coverage Apr 2026 Online View Article 

9 
Dainik Navjyoti Humid Heatwave is Very 

Dangerous — Heatstroke Can 
Occur 

Apr 2026 Online View Article 

10 
Prabhat Khabar 
(National) 

India Wet Heatwave Monsoon 
Warning — Scientists Study 

~Apr 8–10, 
2026 

Online View Article 

11 
Dainik Jagran 
(National, Delhi) 

Monsoon Wet Heatwave 
Warning — 28-Day Advance 
Alert 

~Apr 8–10, 
2026 

Online View Article 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://dainik.bhaskar.com/cPEeaAf5f2b
https://dainik.bhaskar.com/cPEeaAf5f2b
https://www.navodayatimes.in/news/quotes/monsoon-wet-heatwave-bulb-temperature-heatstroke-risk-early-warning-/291622/
https://dhunt.in/143cQs
https://dainiknavajyoti.com/leads/humid-heatwave-is-very-dangerous-for-health-heatstroke-can-occur/article-150985
https://www.prabhatkhabar.com/state/bihar/patna/india-wet-heatwave-monsoon-warning-scientists-study-climate-change-impact-humidity-danger
https://www.jagran.com/delhi/new-delhi-city-monsoon-wet-heatwave-warning-28day-advance-alert-for-india-40200682.html
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Hindi Print Screenshots 

Punjab Kesari – Patna 
~12 April 2026 · Print 

 

 

Dainik Bhaskar – Bhopal 
19 April 2026 · Print 

 

   

Dainik Bhaskar – Indore 
19 April 2026 · Print 

 

 

Dainik Bhaskar – Patna 
19 April 2026 · Print 

 

 

Dainik Bhaskar – Mumbai (Front Page) 
Fri, 10 April 2026 · Front Page · Print 
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5.3  Malayalam Coverage  (13 articles) 

Malayalam was the most comprehensively covered language, with 13 distinct placements. The standout 
was a last-page lead story in all editions of Malayala Manorama — Kerala's highest-circulated daily. Six 
other major mastheads ran the story the same day. Manorama Television broadcast it online on April 19, 
and former WHO Chief Scientist Dr. Soumya Swaminathan shared the Down To Earth coverage on X, 
tagging IMD, MoHFW and NDMA. 

 

# Publication Headline Date Format Link 

1 

Malayala Manorama 
(All Kerala Editions) 

Kerala Chuderia Avikkatinte 
Pidiyil; Venam Cooling 
Kendrangalum 

~Apr 19, 
2026 

Print 
(Last 
Page 
Lead) 

Print only 

2 Kerala Kaumudi – 
Ernakulam 

Keralathirathinnu 
Bhishaniyayi Ushnatharangam 

Apr 18, 
2026 

Print Print only 

3 
Metrovartha – P.04 Kerala Theerathinu 

Bhishaniyayi: Venal Mazha 
Idavela 

~Apr 19, 
2026 

Print Print only 

4 
Janayugom – P.09 Keralatheerathth Bhishaniyayi 

Eerpumulla Ushnatharangam 
~Apr 19, 
2026 

Print Print only 

5 
Deepika – P.07 Kerala Theerathinu 

Bhishaniyaya 
Ushnatharangam 

~Apr 19, 
2026 

Print Print only 

6 
Mangalam – P.03 Kerala Theerathinu 

Bhishaniyayi Puthiya 
Ushnatharangam 

~Apr 19, 
2026 

Print Print only 

7 Veekshanam – P.07 Venal Mazha Idavelakalil 
Uyarunna Ushnatharangam 

~Apr 19, 
2026 

Print Print only 

8 
Metrovartha Online Venal Mazha Idavelakalile 

Ushnatharangam — Climate 
Scientists 

~Apr 19, 
2026 

Online View Article 

9 
Janmabhumi Kerala Theerathinu 

Bhishaniyayi: Venal 
Ushnatharangam 

Apr 17, 
2026 

Online View Article 

10 
Madhyamam Daily Venal Mazha Idavelakalil 

Ushnatharangam — Kerala 
Coast Study 

Apr 17, 
2026 

Online View Article 

11 Manorama Television Scientists Warn of Dangerous 
Monsoon Heatwaves 

Apr 19, 
2026 

Online 
(TV/Web) 

View Article 

12 NewsMalayalam24X7 Humid Heatwave Awareness 
Reel 

Apr 2026 Social / 
Video 

View Article 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.metrovaartha.com/amp/story/lifestyle/health/humid-heatwaves-between-monsoon-breaks
https://janmabhumi.in/2026/04/17/3552783/news/kerala/heat-wave-threatening-kerala-coast-during-summer-monsoon/
https://www.madhyamam.com/environment/study-says-heatwaves-during-summer-monsoons-pose-threat-to-kerala-coast-1512160
https://www.manoramanews.com/kerala/latest/2026/04/19/scientists-warn-of-dangerous-monsoon-heatwaves.html
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1CfXU9UpmE/
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Malayalam Print Screenshots 

Veekshanam (P.07) 
~Apr 19, 2026 · Print 

 

 

Kerala Kaumudi – Ernakulam 
18 Apr 2026 · Print 

 

Metrovartha (P.04) 
~Apr 19, 2026 · Print 

 

 
 

Deepika (P.07) 
~Apr 19, 2026 · Print 

 

Janayugom (P.09) 

~Apr 19, 2026 · Print 

 

Mangalam (P.03) 
~Apr 19, 2026 · Print 

 

 



Simplifying Science — Media Coverage Report Asar Social Impact Advisors | April 2026 
 

Page 15  |  Asar Social Impact Advisors  |  asar.co.in 

Malayala Manorama – All Kerala Editions 
~Apr 19, 2026 · Last Page Lead · Print 

 

 

5.4  Marathi Coverage  (4 articles) 

Marathi coverage concentrated in the April 13 wave, led by Sakal's Mumbai edition (Page 3). The wire 
story was simultaneously picked up by Dainik Samat (Nashik), Dainik Mahasagar (all Maharashtra 
editions), and Yuva Rashtrya Darshan (Marathwada and Vidarbha). 

 

# Publication Headline Date Format Link 

1 
Sakal – Mumbai (P.3) Monsoonmadhye Dadalay 

Ushnatecha Dhoka! Ek Abja 
Bharatiyana 

Apr 13, 
2026 

Print View Article 

2 
Dainik Samat – 
Nashik 

Mansoonmadhye Dadalela 
Ushnatecha Dhoka: Ek 
Abjaahun Adhik Bharatiya 

~Apr 13, 
2026 

Print Print only 

3 

Dainik Mahasagar 
(All Maharashtra) 

Mansoonmadhye Dadalela 
Ushnatecha Dhoka; Char 
Athavade Adheech Andaj 
Shakya 

~Apr 13, 
2026 

Print Print only 

4 

Yuva Rashtrya 
Darshan 
(Marathwada & 
Vidarbha) 

Mansoonmadhye Dadalela 
Ushnatecha Dhoka; Char 
Athavade Adheech Andaj 
Shakya 

~Apr 13, 
2026 

Print Print only 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.esakal.com/mumbai/todays-latest-marathi-news-mbi26b32878-txt-mumbai-20260412123051
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Marathi Print Screenshots 

Sakal – Mumbai (Page 3) 
Monday, 13 Apr 2026 · Print 

 

Dainik Samat – Nashik 
~13 Apr 2026 · Print 

 

 

Dainik Mahasagar – All 
Maharashtra 

~13 Apr 2026 · Print 

 

Yuva Rashtrya Darshan (Marathwada & Vidarbha) 
~13 Apr 2026 · Print 

 

 

 

5.5  Odia Coverage  (3 articles) 

Odia coverage reached the state through three publications on April 17, all running the same wire story: 
'Mausumi Samayare Lukaita Grishwaprabaha — Sharira Pain Adhika Bipodajanak'. Dansana Odia Daily 
distributed the story across four editions. 

 

# Publication Headline Date Format Link 

1 
Dansana Odia Daily 
(Bhubaneswar, Puri, 
Cuttack, Konark) 

Mausumi Samayare Lukaita 
Grishwaprabaha Sharira Pain 
Adhika Bipodajanak 

Apr 17, 
2026 

Print Print only 

2 
Pramad Odia Mausumi Samayare Lukaita 

Grishwaprabaha Sharira Pain 
Adhika Bipodajanak 

Apr 17, 
2026 

Print Print only 

3 
Odisha Manthan Mausumi Samayare Lukaita 

Grishwaprabaha Sharira Pain 
Adhika Bipodajanak 

Apr 17, 
2026 

Print Print only 
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Odia Print Screenshots 

Dansana Odia Daily (Bhubaneswar edition) 
17 Apr 2026 · Print 

 

 

Pramad Odia 
17 Apr 2026 · Print 

 

 

Odisha Manthan 
17 Apr 2026 · Print 
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5.6  Kannada Coverage  (2 articles) 

Kannada coverage was anchored by two of Karnataka's most distributed print newspapers, delivering the 
story across 15 distinct city editions. Udayavani ran it across Manipal, Bengaluru, Hubbali, Gulbarga, and 
Davengere. Sanjevani's 10-edition footprint covered Bengaluru, Mangaluru, Hubli, Gulbarga, Bellary, 
Raichur, Mysore, Davengere, Tumkur, and Shimoga. 

 

# Publication Headline Date Format Link 

1 

Udayavani (Manipal, 
Bengaluru, Hubbali, 
Gulbarga, 
Davengere) 

Ee Bhari Malegala Atyanta 
Apayakari: Journalnalli Varadi 

~Apr 17–
19, 2026 

Print Print only 

2 Sanjevani (10 
Karnataka editions) 

Varshada Arambhadalliye 
Climate Dynamics Prakati 

~Apr 17–
19, 2026 

Print Print only 

 

Kannada Print Screenshots 

Udayavani (Mysore dateline) 
~Apr 17–19, 2026 · Print 

 

 

Sanjevani (Mysore dateline) 
~Apr 17–19, 2026 · Print 
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6.  TAKEAWAYS & IMPACT 

 

 

6.1  Key Reactions & Amplification 

The campaign generated significant institutional and expert amplification. The most prominent was from 
Dr. Soumya Swaminathan — former Chief Scientist of the World Health Organization and current Chair of 
the M.S. Swaminathan Research Foundation — who shared the Down To Earth coverage on X (Twitter) 
on April 19, 2026. 

Her post explicitly called for India's definition of heatwaves to incorporate the body's response to heat 
stress rather than maximum temperature alone — echoing the core scientific argument of the study. She 
tagged four key institutions: the India Meteorological Department, the Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare, the National Disaster Management Authority, and IISc Bangalore — signalling the entry of this 
research into active policy discourse. 

 

Dr. Soumya Swaminathan (@doctorsoumya) on X (Twitter) — April 19, 2026 

Former Chief Scientist, WHO | Sharing Down To Earth coverage | Tagged: @Indiametdept  @MoHFW_INDIA  
@ndmaindia  @iiscbangalore 

 

 

Dr. Soumya Swaminathan   Former Chief Scientist, WHO  ·  @doctorsoumya  ·  19 April 2026 

"Humid heat is under recognised as a threat to health. Our definition of heatwaves must be based on 
the body's response to heat stress & not just max temperature. Good report in @down2earthindia" 

Tags: @Indiametdept  @MoHFW_INDIA  @ndmaindia  @iiscbangalore 
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6.2  Strategic Takeaways 

 

01 
Malayalam is the highest-coverage language. Seven major print mastheads ran the story 
simultaneously — a rare unified regional response driven by Kerala's acute exposure to the study's 
findings. 

02 
Dainik Bhaskar Mumbai's front page placement on April 10 was the most prominent single print 
placement, reaching one of the highest-circulated Hindi dailies in Maharashtra's financial capital. 

03 
Coverage timing aligned precisely with India's April 2026 heatwave emergency. Temperatures hit 
44–45°C across multiple states during the dissemination window, significantly amplifying pick-up 
and relevance. 

04 
Print dominated at 63%, reflecting deliberate reach into communities with lower digital access — 
agricultural workers, coastal communities, and rural populations most exposed to the study's risk 
zones. 

05 
Institutional amplification by Dr. Soumya Swaminathan, tagging four key government and research 
bodies, signals movement of the research into active policy discourse — a core aim of Simplifying 
Science. 

06 
The Kannada coverage alone reached 15 city editions across Karnataka through just two newspapers, 
demonstrating the multiplier effect of working with multi-edition regional print mastheads. 

07 
The 28-day advance warning finding was the most widely quoted metric across all languages, 
indicating that actionability and practical application resonate most strongly with regional editors 
and audiences. 

 

6.3  Recommendations for Future Campaigns 

• Timing dissemination to coincide with high-relevance weather events amplifies both pick-up and 
public impact significantly. 

• Multi-edition regional newspapers deliver exceptional reach-per-effort. A single wire story across 
6–10 editions equals 6–10 individual placements. 

• Malayalam, Hindi, and Odia regional press showed highest responsiveness; deepening editorial 
relationships in these ecosystems should be a priority for future campaigns. 

• Policy amplification is more likely when the research carries a direct, actionable 
recommendation. For future campaigns, identify the most actionable finding early and make it the 
narrative anchor. 

• A structured social media reaction-tracking protocol should be set up at launch to capture 
amplification, institutional responses, and downstream citations in real time. 

• Future stories on heat, health, and climate are likely to find strong pick-up in Odia, Kannada, and 
Marathi markets, where coverage was strong but the distribution network can be further 
deepened. 
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7.  ABOUT SIMPLIFYING SCIENCE 

 

 

This coverage report documents the first campaign of Simplifying Science — a programme curated by 
Asar Social Impact Advisors Pvt. Ltd. for creating a stronger narrative around climate change and climate 
science across India. 

 

The Programme's Mission 

Simplifying Science aims to engage people to have a conversation about climate and its impact on 
the environment, health, and wellbeing — with a focus on amplifying solutions. 

 

The Problem We Address 

India produces some of the world's most rigorous and policy-relevant climate research. But the gap 
between what is published in an international journal and what reaches the communities most affected 
by climate change — in their own language, through media they trust — remains vast. 

Agricultural workers in Bihar, construction labourers in Delhi, fisherfolk in Kerala's coastal districts, and 
urban poor communities across Indian cities are the populations that climate science speaks about most 
urgently. They are also among those least likely to encounter that science in an accessible form. 

Simplifying Science exists to close that gap. Not through simplification that strips away rigour, but 
through thoughtful, accurate, multilingual translation of science into narrative — and the strategic 
placement of that narrative where it matters most. 

 

What the Programme Does 

• Identifies landmark climate research with direct relevance to Indian communities, ecosystems, 
and policy. 

• Works directly with the study's authors to ensure absolute scientific accuracy in all 
communications. 

• Produces a primary long-form science communication article in English, reviewed and approved 
by the research team. 

• Commissions expert translation of the piece into regional Indian languages, tailored to each 
language's media conventions. 

• Disseminates across Asar's established network of regional media partners — targeting 
publications with strong readership among communities at highest risk. 

• Tracks coverage, reactions, and policy uptake to measure impact and inform the next campaign. 

 

This Campaign: The Moist Heatwave Study 

The first Simplifying Science campaign was built around a study that exemplified the programme's 
purpose: rigorous, potentially life-saving science that had received limited public attention despite its 
direct implications for over one billion Indians. 

The research — 'Anatomy of Moist Heatwaves in India During the Summer Monsoon Season' by Dr. 
Akshay Deoras and colleagues — provided, for the first time, a clear scientific framework for 
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understanding, predicting, and preparing for India's most dangerous yet least understood form of 
extreme heat. 

The result: 43 placements across 6 languages, 14 days of coverage, amplification by the former Chief 
Scientist of the WHO, and the beginning of a policy conversation that Asar hopes this programme will 
continue to fuel. 

 

43 stories. 6 languages. 14 days. 

One study. One campaign. One step towards climate-literate India. 

Asar Social Impact Advisors  ·  asar.co.in  ·  10 Years of Climate Action 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  


